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This course seeks to understand the religiosities, historical and contemporary, of indigenous peoples of South, Central, and North America through an intensive study of their cosmogonies – that is, their visions of the origins of the universe and the primordial times; cosmologies – the spatio-temporal structures that order their universes; the nature and constitution of living beings and their inter-relations; and eschatologies – their visions of death and the end of time. The course is divided into three macro-units corresponding to South, Central and North América. Each macro-unit will be introduced by an overview of peoples and cultures as well as the theoretical perspectives which have characterized the treatment of indigenous religiosities. Each macro-unit is then subdivided into studies of cosmogonic narratives; cosmologies and religious specialists; myth and ritual as dynamic forces in history; native prophetism; the experience of conversion to Christianity and the meaning of ‘syncretism’. By the end of the course, a comparative discussion of all three sub-regions as a whole, thus providing the elements of the metaphysics of indigenous peoples of the Americas
To guide the readings, the following questions may serve to focus the kind of study that this course proposes to do:
(1) What are the key concerns of indigenous religiosities and how are these evidenced in cosmogonic myths, cosmological structures, relations among living beings, and eschatologies ? How do native peoples of different regions express the specificities of their religious concerns and how can we compare religiosities amongst the three macro-regions ? Can it be said that ther northern Arawakan peoples of the Northwest Amazon all share in a metaphysics that is somehow related to the cosmogonies of native peoples in Guatemala, or in the Northeast of what is now the US ?

(2) what are the attributes, powers, duties, and functions of religious specialists - various kinds of ‘shamans’ (light, dark, weather), priests, prayer-makers, diviners, artisans – and their importance to the reproduction and dynamics of the universe, the relations among living beings, eschatological concerns ? How do shamans exercise their powers over ecological systems? What does the shamans’ path reveal about the internal working of the cosmos, of “peoples’ relations to the cosmos and various deities that are ‘of nature’ ?

(3) How have indigenous religious concerns become manifest in historical situations ? In what ways have the symbols, beliefs, and rituals of indigenous peoples shaped historical situations of contact and relations with non-indigenous peoples ? In what ways have indigenous societies interpreted and sought to control situations of contact through the re-interpretation of their mythic narratives and cosmologies ?
(4) How can we understand the relations between indigenous religiosities and Christianity ? What senses does the term ‘syncretism’ have various cases ? In what ways have indigenous peoples indigenized Christianity, that is, shaped Christianity to suit their spiritual needs ? In what ways have missionaries served as cultural mediators and translators of indigenous religiosities ?

(5) How have scholars of religion and anthropologists translated and presented the ‘beliefs’, ‘concepts’, ‘perspectives’ and ‘religious experiences’ [note: single quotation marks mean that each of these notions will be relativized, that is, discussed in terms of their specific applications to native religiosities] of indigenous peoples ? What have been the shortcomings and breakthroughs in translation and re-presentation ? What work lies ahead ? What has been irremediably lost ?
Course Division and Basic Bibliography: 

The following course outline provides the subject matter and a number of the major questions addressed in the course. After this course outline, a week-by-week "course schedule" chart appears, indicating when the general subject areas will be addressed, and providing specific reading assignments for that week.

Required and Recommended readings are listed below; recommended readings are few in number and have been carefully selected. More detailed reading lists, divided into subject areas, will be distributed during the course.

I. South American Lowlands: Contemporary indigenous religiosity

Marc de Civrieux, Watunna: An Orinoco Creation Cycle (North Point, 1980)

Jon Christopher Crocker, Vital Souls. Bororo Cosmology, Natural Symbolism and Shamanism (Arizona, 1985)

Robin Wright, “Mysteries of the Jaguar Shamans of the Northwest Amazon”, ms.; Cosmos, Self, and History in Baniwa Religion: For Those Unborn (Texas, 1998)

Recommended/background:
Lawrence Sullivan, Icanchu’s Drum. An Orientation to Meaning in South American Religions. (MacMillan, 1988)

Neil Whitehead & Robin Wright, In Darkness and Secrecy. The Anthropology of Assault Sorcery in Amazonia (Duke, 2004)

II. Middle America: Historical Mayas and Aztecs
David Carrasco, Religions of Mesoamerica: Cosmovision and Ceremonial Centers (2nd ed., Waveland, 1998).

David Carrasco, City of Sacrifice: Violence from the Aztec Empire to Modern America (Beacon, 2000)

Popol Vuh, trans. Dennis Tedlock (Touchstone, 1996)

Recommended/background: 
David Carrasco, Quetzalcoatl and the Irony of Empire. Myths and Prophecies in the Aztec Tradition (rev. ed., Colorado, 2000)
Kay Almere Read, Time and Sacrifice in the Aztec Cosmos (Indiana, 1998) ;
Robert M. Carmack, Quichean Civilization: The Ethnohistoric, Ethnographic and Archaeological Sources. (UC Berkeley, 1973).
III. Native North American Religiosity: Historical and Contemporary
Vine Deloria Jr., The World We Used to Live in.  (Fulcrum, 2010). 

Lawrence Sullivan. Native Religions and Cultures of North America: Anthropology of the Sacred (Anthropology of the Sacred). (Continuum, 2000)

Fikret Berkes, Sacred ecology: traditional ecological knowledge and Resource Management. 2nd edition. Taylor & Francis.
Recommended/background:
Elisabeth Tooker (ed.), Native North American Spirituality of the Eastern Woodlands. (Paulist Press, 1979).
I: South American Lowlands: Contemporary Indigenous Religiosity
   A. Concepts and Perspectives

     Readings:

· L. Sullivan, “Introduction”, Icanchu’s Drum;

· L. Sullivan, “Lévi-Strauss and the History of Religions”;

· E. Viveiros de Castro, “Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism”;

· P.  Rivière, “AAE in the Amazon”.

   B. Narratives on the Beginnings

     Readings
· De Civrieux & Guss, Watunna (pages to be designated);

     Recommended:

    -     David Guss, To Weave and To Sing (California, 1985)

   C. Cosmology and Shamanism

     Readings
· J. Christopher Crocker, Vital Souls (chapters to be designated);

     Recommended:

· Joanna Overing, “Shaman as a Maker of Worlds: Nelson Goodman in the Amazon”.

· Jean Langdon, “Introduction”, in Langdon & Baer (eds.), Portals of Power;
· Whitehead & Wright, In Darkness and Secrecy (readings to be designated);
-    Michael Harner (ed.), Hallucinogens and Shamanism;
     -    Michael Taussig, Shamanism and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing (Chicago, 1991)
   D. Myth, Ritual  and History

     Readings
· R. Wright, Cosmos, Self and History, Part II;
· R. Wright & J. Hill, “History, Ritual and Myth...”;

   E. Native Prophets
     Readings

· R. Wright, “Prophetic Traditions...”;

     -     P. Clastres, “Prophets in the Jungle”;

     -     S. Hugh-Jones, “Shamans, Prophets, Priests and Pastors”;
   F. Conversion

     Readings

· Carlos Fausto, “If God Were a Jaguar. Cannibalism and Christianity among the Guarani”;

· Aparecida Vilaça, “Christians without Faith…”;

· Manual Marzal, “The Indian Face of God in Latin America”;

     Recommended:

· Todd Swanson, “Refusing to Drink with the Mountains”;

II. Middle America: Historical Mayas and Aztecs
David Carrasco, Quetzalcoatl and the Irony of Empire. Myths and Prophecies in the Aztec Tradition (rev. ed., Colorado, 2000)

Popol Vuh, trans. Dennis Tedlock (Touchstone, 1996)

Recommended/background: 
David Carrasco, Religions of Mesoamerica: Cosmovision and Ceremonial Centers (2nd ed., Waveland, 1998).

David Carrasco, City of Sacrifice: Violence from the Aztec Empire to Modern America (Beacon, 2000)

Kay Almere Read, Time and Sacrifice in the Aztec Cosmos (Indiana, 1998) 

Robert M. Carmack, Quichean Civilization: The Ethnohistoric, Ethnographic and Archaeological Sources. (UC Berkeley, 1973)

III. Native North American Religiosity: Historical and Contemporary
Vine Deloria Jr., The World We Used to Live In. (Fulcrum, 2010). 

Lawrence Sullivan. Native Religions and Cultures of North America: Anthropology of the Sacred (Anthropology of the Sacred). (Continuum, 2000);

Fikret Berkes, Sacred Ecology. 2nd edition. : traditional ecological knowledge and Resource Management. 2nd edition. Taylor & Francis.
Recommended/background:

Elisabeth Tooker (ed.), Native North American Spirituality of the Eastern Woodlands. (Paulist Press, 1979)
Lawrence E. Sullivan, “A New Look at Winnebago Sacred Texts”;
Requirements and Evaluation

[ REVISE ]

1. Journals. To ensure that students read carefully and come to class well prepared forclass discussions, each student will be required to keep a journal in which she or he willdocument understandings of and reactions to the readings.

It is essential that you strictly observe the following guidelines. Purchase a 5x8", six-ring notebook and paper at the University bookstore (option: if you prefer to "word process/type" your journals, do so on standard printer paper and, after folding them in half, insert them into the envelopes provided; write + of the length specified below):

Each week, write three things in your journal:

In 3-5 pages, write a narrative summary of the major argument(s) or perspectives that were being advanced by the authors of this week's readings. Answer these questions: What are the central arguments made and by whom?, How do the author(s) build their arguments?, and What evidence do they cite? Are there common themes emerging in these readings? If so, what are they? If you wish, you may also analyze the articles' key presuppositions, strengths or weaknesses. (Worth ten points).

In 1-2 pages, write a personal reaction to the present week's readings. Answer questions such as: What surprised you? What did you hear or learn for the first time? What made sense to you or disturbed you, and why? With whom did you agree more than the others, and why? (Worth 5 points).

In 1-2 pages, relate the present week's readings to previous readings and class-room

presentations, comparing and contrasting the central claims made and issues

illuminated. Answer questions such as: What are the central issues being debated or

discussed? On what points do the authors agree and disagree? What are the differing assumptions and the evidence upon which the positions are based? What are the differences (and what is at stake) between this week's readings and in the positions read in previous weeks? In other words, show that you are making connections between the present readings and other things you are learning in the course (worth 5 points). I will provide additional questions to think and write about for each week readings.

Each week you must be prepared to turn in your journal entries for that week's readings in the envelopes I will provide to you for this purpose. I will collect and grade your journals ten times during the semester. This will provide you with an opportunity to earn up to 200 points (nearly + of the course grade). Obviously, you should take this assignment seriously.

2. Weekly bibliographic readings. Each week, for 10 weeks (see schedule) you will turn in an analysis (per the instructions in Appendix A) of a scholarly article or book related to your chosen research project. Each will be worth 5 points (total 50) and this will ensure you make consistent progress on your research paper.

3. Attendance and participation. The quality of your contributions to the classroom

sessions may significantly affect your grade. By quality I mean: Do you demonstrate that you have read and understood the course readings and can you engage in discussions in an informed and civil manner? How well do you integrate what you are learning in this course with information gathered elsewhere? I will award extra points, and in some cases will deduct points, based on this evaluation (up to 50 points either way in extreme cases).

We will regularly arrange forums and debates and hold them in class. Although I will not award points based on the quantity of participation, obviously, regular participation will insure that I will have enough experience of you to evaluate. Do not miss class. Each session missed represents an entire week (7%) of the 14 week semester. Missing three class sessions will result in your failing or being administratively withdrawn from the course.

4. Research Paper. Each student will complete a research paper and make a classroom presentation based on it. The subjects for this research must be approved by the instructor by the fourth class session. A list of possible topics can be found in Appendix B of this syllabus, and guidelines for these papers in Appendix C. These papers will be worth 200 points and the classroom presentation will be worth 50 points. I will read and provide feedback on drafts of research papers that are turned in to me on or before the class session during week 12 (20 November).

5. Participation in the E-mail classroom. Through e-mail we will handle certain course logistics and discuss readings. All students will be expected to provide an e-mail address and to monitor e-mail at least every week. Any changes in the course structure or evaluation will be announced in class, and sometimes before that via e mail. (As the course progresses, the list of assignments and the readings are subject to modification.)

Points Possible for Required Assignments

Assignment Points per Assignment Total Possible Points 

Journals 10 times @ 20 points each

 200

Bibliographic entries 10 times @ 5 points

 50

Student Presentations  

50

50

Research paper 200

 200

Total Possible Points/Course:

500

Calculating Grades

At the end of the semester, the total number of points earned by each student will divided by the total number earned by the highest-scoring student. The resulting percentage will be used to calculate the student's grade for the course. Put in a formula, it looks like this: the score of each individual student (your score)

(divided by) the highest score earned by a student

The percentage arrived at by means of this formula will be evaluated according to the following scale:

 95% A 

 90% A/B 

 85% B 

 80% B/C 

 70% C 

 65% C/D 

 60% D 

 59% F 

This kind of scoring is fairer than many other forms of grading because: (1) It is based on what students actually achieve rather than some preconceived standard held by the professor; (2) Each student can receive a high grade; (3) Hard-working students will not be penalized for staying in a demanding course full of equally industrious students. With a traditional curve, demanding courses that "weed out" less industrious students, leaving hard-working ones, can unintentionally harm good students putting them in competition with each other. This will not occur in this course. To further insure fairness any extra credit points will be added to the individual student's score only after the highest score earned by a

student has been established. This ensures that the extra credit earned will not increase the difficulty of the grading scale.

Late or Missing Assignments. Late assignments will not be accepted. Assignments are late if they are not turned in at the beginning of the class session in which they are due. The research paper will be due at the beginning of the last class session. It will be reduced by one grade if it is turned in on Friday, and will not be accepted after that date (the last day classes are in session).

Returned Assignments. Assignments will be returned to students during the class session subsequent to the one in which they were due (except in the case of an extreme personal problem). At the end of the semester, unreturned course work will be available for six weeks in the religious studies office. After this time, it will be recycled.

Appointments and Office Hours. Due to my diverse responsibilities and three offices I am sometimes hard to find, so I ask that you make appointments to see me. This is easily done by telephone or e-mail. Remember, you can always call me at home or e-mail me with your questions and concerns.

Academic dishonesty: Students found cheating or to have engaged in plagiarism will receive an "F" in the course and may be referred for disciplinary action.

