Department of Religion
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

University of Florida Gainesville

Spring 2006

Course: Rel 3938 (Section 4650)

Professor: Robin M. Wright

Time: T 11:45 – 1:40; Th 12:50 – 1:40

Place: AND 32

COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course seeks to present a fragment of the plethora of theories and notions developed by anthropologists and scholars of religion for understanding myths and rituals, two fields which for a long time have been considered as mirroring each other. Brief histories of definitions and perspectives on myth and ritual will first be presented, followed by more in-depth considerations of the importance of context and performance of myth and ritual for understanding their meaning; myths and rituals in the context of emergent nation-states and globalization; analysis of various kinds of rituals (life-cycle, purification, and cyberspace).
     In sequence, the course focuses on various kinds of religious specialists found in societies throughout the world: shamans, in their various manifestations and multiple functions (such as negotiators with the spirit world and divinities for the purposes of healing, doing harm – witches and sorcerers -, obtaining food resources, and so on; priests, masters of a canonical knowledge that is vital to the reproduction of the sources of life in the universe; and prophets, visionaries who have mastered the power to interpret the signs of the times and to propose social and moral reform. 

     Special attention will be dedicated to a sequence on “Cosmology, Ritual, and Nature” examining various anthropological models which seek to represent human-nature relations: systemic models, symbolic ecology, ecosophy, and perspectivism. These will be discussed prior to, and during the inaugural conference of the International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture at this university on April 6-9, which students will be expected to attend.
     The course closes with a brief sequence on “Myth, Ritual, and New Religious Movements” which focuses specifically on the ritual use of psychoactives and altered states in religious experience. There will be some introductory readings on this vast subject, but mostly we will present material on the rapidly-expanding “ayahuasca” religions (Santo Daime, Uniao do Vegetal, and “Little Boat” religions of Brazil). 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
(Books are available for purchase at Goering’s Bookstore)

Sacred Realms: Essays in Religion, Belief and Society. Richard Warms, James Garber, & Jon McGee, eds. New York: Oxford University, 2004.

Ritual and Belief. Readings in the Anthropology of Religion. Daniel Hicks, ed. McGraw-Hill, 2002.

Magic, Witchcraft and Religion. An Anthropological Study of the Supernatural. 6th edition. Arthur Lehmann, James Myers & Pamela Moro, eds. McGraw-Hill, 2000.

CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS:

T 1/10: Introduction. No Readings.

UNIT I: MYTH
Th 1/12: Myth – Definitions and Perspectives I

               Reading: Leonard & McClure, in Lehmann et al., pp. 56-67

T 1/17:  Myth: Definitions and Perspectives II
              Reading: Malinowski, in Hicks, pp. 29-36; Leach, in Hicks, pp. 32-43

Th 1/19: Contexts and Performance of Myths

               Reading: K. Kroeber, in Warms et al., pp. 86-92

T 1/24:  Showing of film Yakwa: Banquet of the Spirits followed by discussion
Th 1/26: Myths and Nation-States

              Reading: Juergensmeyer, in Lehmann et al., pp. 453-461.

T 1/31:   First in-class Exam

UNIT II: RITUAL

Th 2/2:   Ritual: Definitions and Perspectives I

             Reading: Leach, in Hicks, pp. 114-121

T 2/7:    Ritual: Definitions and Perspectives II

             Reading: von Gennep, in Hicks, pp. 129-132; Turner, in Hicks, pp. 122-128

Th 2/9:  Rites of the Life Cycle: birth

             Reading: C. Levi-Strauss, “The Effectiveness of Symbols”

T 2/14:  Rites of the Life Cycle: initiation

             Reading: Turner, in Warms et al., pp. 177-184

Th 2/16: Rites of the Life Cycle: death

             Reading: Conklin, in Warms et al., pp. 263-280

T 2/21:  Purification Rites
             Reading: Powers, in Hicks, pp. 251-261
Th 2/23: Rituals in cyberspace

             Reading: O’Leary, in Lehmann et al., pp. 462-476

T 2/28:  Second in-class Exam

UNIT III: RELIGIOUS SPECIALISTS
Th 3/2:   Shamans

              Reading: Turner, in Hicks, pp. 156-160; Howells, in Hicks, pp. 160-167

T 3/7:   Priests

             Reading: von Fuhrer-Hamendorff, in Hicks, pp. 155-159

Th 3/9:  Prophets

             Reading: Wright, “The Wicked and the Wise Men”; Cruikshank, in Warms, et al., pp. 154-164

[SPRING BREAK]

T 3/21: Witches

            Reading: Brown, in Hicks, pp. 168-171

Th 3/23:   Third in-class Exam

UNIT IV: COSMOLOGY, RITUAL AND NATURE

T 3/28:   Systemic analysis

              Reading: Reichel-Dolmatoff, in Hicks, pp. 400-409

Th 3/30:  Ritual and Ecology
              Reading: Rappaport, in Hicks, pp. 410-419

T 4/4:   Symbolic ecology

              Reading: Descola, 

Th 4/6:   Perspectivism

              Reading: Viveiros de Castro, “Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism” 

T 4/11: INAUGURAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGION, NATURE, AND CULTURE WILL BE HELD APRIL 6-9, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA. ATTENDANCE REQUIRED. STUDENTS WILL HAND IN A BRIEF (3-5 pp.) REPORT ON APRIL 11

UNIT V: MYTH AND RITUAL IN NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Th 4/13:   Altered States and Ritual Use of Psychoactive substances

                Readings: Huxley, in Lehmann, pp. 182-187; Davis, in Warms et al., pp. 214-216

T 4/18:     Ritual Use of Psychoactive substances II

                Readings:  Kiyaani & Csordas, in Lehmann, pp. 188-190; Furst & Coe, in Lehmann, pp. 191-194

Th 4/20:   Film viewing on Santo Daime & “Little Boat” rituals, followed by discussion

                Reading: Harner, in Hicks, pp. 182-186

T 4/25:   Final in-class exam.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Students are expected to attend all classes and complete assigned readings prior to each class meeting.

2) Four in-class exams 

3) Attendance at the Conference “Exploring Religion, Nature, and Culture” sponsored by the International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, to be held at this university April 6-9.
GRADE DISTRIBUTION: 
20% for the first exam; 20% for the second exam; 20% for the third exam; 20% for the final examination; and 20% for report on Conference. 

RULES
1.  Plagiarism or cheating: Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will automatically receive a grade of zero on the assignment in question and will fail the course.  In addition, they will be reported to the appropriate university authorities.  Please keep in mind that plagiarism does not consist only in copying verbatim someone else's material and presenting it as if it were yours.  It also includes taking ideas (even paraphrased!) from an author without according him/her proper recognition (through a footnote, for instance).  Other forms of cheating (particularly downloading material from the Internet and presenting as if it were yours) will also be subject to the same action.  See http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/honestybrochure.htm

   HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm" 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm for more information on UF policies.

2. Incompletes are strongly discouraged and will be given only when students who have finished most of the assignments satisfactorily cannot complete the final requirements due to unforeseen events.  If this is the case, students must arrange for the incomplete before the end of the semester.

3. Make-up exams and quizzes will be given only under very special circumstances, such as a medical emergency.  In that case, students must bring a doctor’s note. 

4. Students engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom.  Please turn phones and pagers off during class.
5. Students with Disabilities.  Students requesting classroom accommodation or special consideration must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation or special consideration. 
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