REL 2930/ANT3930
FALL SEMESTER 2007
NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIONS

Professor Robin M. Wright

TAs Todd Levasseur; Bridgette O’Brien

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:25/ Fridays – discussion groups
This course introduces the student to the religious beliefs and practices of the Native peoples of South, Central and North America. With such a vast and diverse universe to study, we can only scrape the surface particularly in the cases of the major civilizations such as the Aztec, Inca, and Maya. Also, the Professor’s main area of study for the past 30 years has been the religions of the native peoples of the Northwest Amazon, northwest Guatemala, and northeastern North America. While the main emphasis of the course will be on contemporary  Native religions, in the cases  of the major civilizations of Middle and Highland South America, - and even in some areas of North and Lowland South America where historical perspectives are possible – the course will include discussions of what we know and don’t know of past religions.
     The Introductory section presents some key ideas found in the native religions throughout the Americas: the notions of an intersubjective cosmos, multinaturalism and perspectivism; inter-relationality among spirits, deities, and humans; the centrality of the institutions of shamanism, priesthood, assault sorcery and prophetism. Also: beliefs and practices of reciprocity; the multi-tiered cosmos and multiple notions of temporality. While the course highlights comparative similarities, it also points to enormous diversity and differences amongst native religions. Finally, the course seeks to understand how changes have occurred in Native religions, either as the result of the impositions of Christianity, or other political, economic, and social processes.  Notions such as ethnogenesis, the indigenization of Christianity will be useful to our understanding here.
     The course will be divided into 4 main sections: (1) Introduction to Native Peoples Religions; (2) Native South American Religions (lowlands and highlands); (3) Native Middle American Religions (historical and contemporary); (4) Native North American Religions. The materials for the course consist of the readings (compiled into Xerox booklets); one book to purchase; films and slides directly appropriate to the readings and to the lecture material; the professor’s lectures; Friday discussion groups with TAs; and hand-outs directly related to readings. 
READINGS, FILMS AND SLIDESHOWS:
 

(1) GENERAL

For Unit 1: Readings –

-"The cosmos as intersubjective: Native American other-than-human persons", by Kenneth Morrisson, in Graham Harvey (ed.) Indigenous Religions. A Companion (London: Cassell, 2002), pp. 23-36; 
-"Ojibwa ontology, behavior and world view," by A. Irving Hallowell, in G. Harvey (ed.), Readings in Indigenous Religions  (New York: Continuum, 2002), pp. 17-49; 
-"Animism revisited: Personhood, environment, and relational epistemology," by Nurit Bird-David, in G. Harvey, ibid., pp.72-105. 
-“Shamanism", by Piers Vitebsky, in G. Harvey, Indigenous Religions. A Companion. pp. 55-67. 

(2) SOUTH AMERICA

For Unit 2 readings: 
-“On Cannibals,” Michel de Montaigne [1560s](19__); 

-“The World and Its End: Cosmologies and Eschatologies of South American Indians”,  Lawrence Sullivan (ed.), Native Religions and Cultures of Central and South America, pp. 179-199;
-C. Fausto, “A Blend of Blood and Tobacco,” in Whitehead & Wright (eds.), In Darkness and Secrecy, 2004;
-C. Fausto, “Of Enemies and Pets: Warfare and Shamanism in Amazonia.” American Ethnologist, USA, v. 26, n. 4, 1999.  
-“Inca Religion: Its Foundations in the Central Andean Context,” by Tom Zuidema, in L. Sullivan, ibid., pp. 236-254;
- “Contemporary Indigenous Religious Life in Peru,” by Juan Ossio, in L. Sullivan, 200-220.
For Unit 2 films: 
-“First Contacts”, 

-“Yakwa. Banquet of the Spirits”; 
-“The Other Side of Heaven”, 
-“The Day the Moon Menstruated”; 
-“Cruces Vivas, Cruces Protectoras”; 
slide-shows: 
-ancient Peruvian sacrifices and mummification; 
-Baniwa life-cycle and cosmology
(3) MIDDLE AMERICA
For Unit 3 Readings: 
-“Guidelines for the Study of Mesoamerican religious traditions,“ by Alfredo Lopez Austin, in J. Olupona (ed.) Beyond Primitivism, pp. 118-127;

-“Those Made Worthy by Divine Sacrifice..”, by Miguel Leon-Portilla, in Gary Gossen (ed.), South and Meso-American Native Spirituality, pp. 41-64; 

-“Aztec Religion: Sacred Cities, Sacred Actions”, by David Carrasco, in L. Sullivan (ed.), Native 
Religions and Cultures in Central and South America, pp. 9-32; 
-“The Mayan Faith,” by Munro Edmonson, in G. Gossen (ed.) South and Meso-American Native Spirituality, pp. 65-85;

-“Sacred Forces of the Mayan Universe,” by Mercedes de la Garza, in L. Sullivan (ed.), Native Religions and Cultures of South and Central America, pp. 92-176; 
-“Jaguar Christians in the Contact Zone”, by David Carrasco, in J. Olupona (ed.), op. cit., pp. 128-138;
-“He, not they, best protected the village”: religious and other conflicts in twentieth-century Guatemala”, by Bruce Lincoln, in J. Olupona (ed.), Beyond Primitivism, pp. 149-163.
For Unit 3 Films:
-Slide show of Mayan and Aztec ruins and codices; 

-“Popol Vuh”, by Ana Maria Pavez;
-“Tarahumara: Festival of the Easter Moon”;

-“Precarious Peace”
(4) NORTH AMERICA

For Unit 4 Readings:
- The Animals Came Dancing, by Howard Harrod;

- Haudenosaunee, “The Great Law of Peace”;
- “In the Space between Earth and Sky: Contemporary Mescalero Apache Ceremonialism,” Inez Talamantez, in L. Sullivan (ed.), Native Religions and Cultures of Native North America, (Continuum, 2003), pp. 142-159; 

Chris Demallie, “The 1890 Ghost Dance”; 

W. Powers,“Wiping the Tears: Lakota Religion in the Twenty-First Century”, in L. Sullivan, pp. 104-120.

-“Assaulting California’s Sacred Mountains: shamans vs New Age merchants of Nirvana”, by Helen McCarthy, in Olupona, Beyond Primitivism, pp. 172-178;
- “Indian Presence with No Indians Present”, by Jace Weaver, in Native American Religious Identity, by Jace Weaver (ed.), pp. 99-115 [on NAGPRA];

-“”Modernity, Resistance, and the Iroquois Longhouse People,” Chris Jocks, in Olupona (ed.), Beyond Primitivism, pp. 139-148.
For Unit 4 films: 
 “The Sunrise Dance”;

-“In Light of Reverence,” 
-“Imagining Indians”
-“The Way West”

- “The Faithkeeper”
COURSE REQUISITES:
A take-home exam will be administered on the Thursday coinciding with the end of each unit, exams to be turned in the following Tuesday. Each exam is worth 20% of the final grade. Class participation in the discussion sections, reflection papers on all films shown during the course, and eventual pop-quizzes will in all be worth 20%

READING AND DISCUSSION SCHEDULE:
Th/08/23: 1st class, Introduction to syllabus; no readings;
T/08/28:  Unit 1: Overview of Indigenous peoples of the Americas; Readings: Morrisson, in Harvey;

Th/8/30: Unit 1: what it means to be ‘other-than-human’, Reading: Hallowell, in Harvey;

T/9/4: Unit 1: the “new Animism”; Reading: Bird-David;

Th/9/6: Unit 1: shamanism; Reading: Vitebsky;
 [Distribution of First Take Home Exams to be returned on Tuesday 09/11]
T09/11: Unit 2a: South American indigenous religions: an introduction.

              Readings: “On Cannibals,” Michel de Montaigne;
              Film: “First Contacts.

Th09/13: Unit 2a: South American Cosmologies and Eschatologies

               Readings: L. Sullivan, “The World and its End…”

               Film: “The Other Side of Heaven”

T09/18:  Unit 2a: Shamans and Witches

              Readings: Carlos Fausto, “A Blend of Blood & Tobacco”

              Slides: Baniwa shamans’ cure

Th09/20: Unit 2a: The Person in the Life-Cycle

               Film: “The Day the Moon Menstruated”

               Slides: “Baniwa Person in the Life-Cycle

T09/25-Th09/27: Unit 2a: “Predation and Domestication of the Spirits”

               Reading: Carlos Fausto, “Of Enemies and Pets: Warfare and Shamanism in Amazonia.” American Ethnologist, v. 26, n. 4, 1999.   

               Film: “Yakwa, Banquet of the Spirits”
               Slides: “Predation and Domestication in Arawakan Cosmologies”

T10/02: Unit 2b: Inca Religion

               Reading: Tom Zuidema, “Inca Religion: Its Foundations in the Central Andean Context”

               Slides: Andean highland sacrifice and mummification;

Th10/04: Unit 2b: Contemporary Andean Religious Life

              Reading: Juan Ossio, “Contemporary Indigenous Religious Life in Peru”

              Film: “Cruces Vivas, Cruces Protetoras”

[Distribution of Second Take Home Exam, to be returned on 10/09]
T10/09: Unit 3a: Middle American Native Spirituality 

              Readings: A.L. Austin, “Guidelines for the Study…”

              Slides: monuments of Middle America

Th10/11: Unit 3a: Aztec Sacrifice
                Reading: M. Leon-Portilla, “Those Made Worthy by Divine Sacrifice,”

                Slides: Aztec sacrificial rituals

T10/16: Unit 3a: War, Fertility and Regeneration

              Reading: D. Carrasco, “Aztec Religion: Sacred Cities…”

Th10/18: Unit 3b: Mayan Pantheon
               Reading: “Sacred Forces of the Mayan Universe,” Mercedes de la Garza

T10/23:  Unit 3b: Mayan Faith

               Reading: “The Mayan Faith,” by Munro Edmonson

               Film: “Popol Vuh”, Ana Maria Pavez

Th10/25: Unit 3b: Middle American Religions in Contact

               Reading: “Jaguar Christians in the Contact Zone”

               Film: “Tarahumara: Festival of the Easter Moon”

T10/30: Mayan Religion under Attack
              Reading: “He, not they, best protected the village”, by Bruce Lincoln

              Film: “Precarious Peace”

Th11/01: Unit 4: Native North American Spirituality
              Film: “Imagining Indians”
[Distribution of Third Take Home Exam, due on 11/06]
T11/06: Unit 4: Reading: Howard Harrod, The Animals Came Dancing, Chs. 1-3; 
Th11/08: Unit 4: Reading: Howard Harrod, The Animals Came Dancing, Chs. 4-6;
T11/13: Unit 4: Ritual Transformation to Divinity
              Reading: “In the Space Between Earth and Sky”, Ines Talamantez;
              Film: The Sunrise Dance
Th11/15: Unit 4: The Haudenosaunee Great Law of Peace
                Reading: “The Great Law of Peace”; Chris Jocks, “Modernity, Resistance, and the Iroquois Longhouse People”
                Film: “The Faithkeeper”, O. Lyons, B. Moyers
T11/20: Unit 4: New Religions
               Readings: Chris Demallie, “The 1890 Ghost Dance”; “Wiping the Tears: Lakota Religion in the Twenty-First Century”, in L. Sullivan, pp. 104-120.
               Film: The Way West
T11/27:  Unit 4: Sacred Places in Conflict.

               Reading: Helen McCarthy, “Assaulting California’s Sacred Mountains”;
               Film: In Sacred Reverence
Th11/29: Unit 4: Sacred Remains 
                 Reading: Jace Weaver, “Indian Presence with No Indians Present;
                 Discussion: 500 Nations
T12/04: Closing Ceremony
[Distribution of Fourth Take Home Exam, due on 12/10 –leave in Departmental mailboxes of Professor or TAs] 
RULES
1.  Plagiarism or cheating: Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will automatically receive a grade of zero on the assignment in question and will fail the course.  In addition, they will be reported to the appropriate university authorities.  Please keep in mind that plagiarism does not consist only in copying verbatim someone else's material and presenting it as if it were yours.  It also includes taking ideas (even paraphrased!) from an author without according him/her proper recognition (through a footnote, for instance).  Other forms of cheating (particularly downloading material from the Internet and presenting as if it were yours) will also be subject to the same action.  See http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/honestybrochure.htm

   HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm" 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm for more information on UF policies.

2. Incompletes are strongly discouraged and will be given only when students who have finished most of the assignments satisfactorily cannot complete the final requirements due to unforeseen events.  If this is the case, students must arrange for the incomplete before the end of the semester.

3. Make-up exams and quizzes will be given only under very special circumstances, such as a medical emergency.  In that case, students must bring a doctor’s note. 

4. Students engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom.  Please turn phones and pagers off during class.
5. Students with Disabilities.  Students requesting classroom accommodation or special consideration must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation or special consideration. 
6. Absences will not be tolerated unless the student presents a written justification. If the student is absent on more than three occasions without justification, he/she will be penalized by a deduction of points from the final grade. Unjustified absences on six or more occasions will result in administrative withdrawal from the course.
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