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REL 4936/SECT 5838/MWF6/AND19/CAP 25/GR 4

SHAMANISM

PROF. ROBIN M. WRIGHT

SPRING SEMESTER 2009

Objectives of Course: This course proposes to examine the varieties of religious experience that come under the rubric of shamanism and shaman. Originally a Tungus (Siberian tribal people) word, shaman has been extended to include the most diverse lot of specialists from midwives to prophets. The Introduction to this course (Part I) seeks to provide the student with the parameters of shamanic spiritualities, apprenticeship, relations to cosmology and actual practices. It seeks to present the principal types of shamans, their similarities and differences in powers and attributes, and hypothesizes on the temporal and spiritual relations amongst them. 
The following four units (Parts II-V) focus on the main shamanic functions: II. THOSE WHO HEAL; III. THOSE WHO BLESS (PRIESTS); IV. THOSE WHO HARM (WITCHES); AND V. THOSE WHO KNOW (THE PROPHETS). One other class will talk about “weather shamans” which appear in many horticultural societies. Each will be illustrated through the readings, audio-visual material, and the Professor’s own research experiences. Since far too little attention has been given to women-shamans, despite their presence in numerous cultures throughout the world, UNIT VI will be dedicated to the theme of Gender and Shamanism. Finally, in UNIT VII,  the course considers several of the contemporary developments on traditional shamanism: the neo-shamanic movement, its roots in Western nature mysticism, and the effects of globalization on shamanic revitalization movements.

Course Readings: The most important books from which the readings for the course will be drawn, are:

Roger Walsh,.The World of Shamanism. New Views of an ancient Tradition. 2007;
Barbara Tedlock, The Woman in the Shaman’s Body. 2005;

Jeremy Narby & Francis Huxley, Shamans through Time. 2001;

Piers Vitebsky. Shamanism. 1995;

Graham Harvey (ed.), Shamanism. A Reader. 2003;

N. Whitehead & R. Wright. In Darkness and Secrecy. 2004;

Jonathan Hill. Keepers of the Sacred Chants. 1993;

D. Tedlock & B. Tedlock. Teachings from the American Earth. 1975.

Thomas Yellowtail. Native Spirit. The Sun Dance Way. 2007
Other, published and unpublished articles and papers will be made available to the students during the course. These may be found in the course folder in the Office of the Secretary of the Department of Religion (Anderson 107)
A major reference work from which several entries will be read:

Bron Taylor et al. (eds.) The Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature. 2005.

Course Requirements:

1. Six (6) short (3-5 pp.) reflection papers on each of the major units (minus the Introduction, UNIT I) of the course. The six papers count for 80% of the final grade. Class participation and pop quizzes: 10% . Assistance to the Professor (making Xeroxes, tracking research items in the library, and other administrative tasks): 10%.

2. Students are expected to attend all classes and complete assigned readings prior to each class meeting. Class participation does count in final grade evaluation. Continued absence will not be tolerated; following the third absence, 3 grade points will be taken off the final grade for each day of absence. More than 6 absences will lead to administrative withdrawal from the course;

3. Pop-quizzes will be administered whenever the Professor considers them necessary.

Schedule of Classes, Readings, Films and Exams:
01/07: course presentation and introduction to the readings;
01/09: UNIT I: PARAMETERS OF SHAMANISM
     Roger Walsh, Parts I and II, pp. 3-48; York, “Shamanism – Traditional” in Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature (hereafter ERN), v.2, pp. 1532-34;

01/12: Apprenticeship
     Walsh, Part III, pp. 49-86; Wright, “Shamans” of the Americas (unpublished ms., to be sent by email);

01/14: Cosmology
     Walsh,  Part V, pp. 125-178; and VI, pp. 179-236;

01/16: Discussion of Readings
01/21: Women-Shamans
     Barbara Tedlock, pp. 60-78.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

01/23: UNIT II: THOSE WHO HEAL
     Claude Levi-Strauss, “The Effectiveness of Symbols,” in Structural Anthropology I, New York: Basic Books.

     Piers Vitebsky, “Shamans and Clients”, pp. 96-127;
01/26: Cosmos and Power
     R. Wright, “Guardians of the Cosmos” in Wright, Cosmos, Self and History in Baniwa Religion, pp. 65-96;

     J. Langdon, “Dau: Shamanic Power in Siona Religion and Medicine”, in Langdon (ed.), Portals of Power, pp. 41-62;

     Gerhard Baer, “The One Intoxicated by Tobacco”, in Langdon (ed.), Portals of Power, pp. 79-102;
01/28: The Spirit-helpers
     Barbara Tedlock, “Healing and the Seekers of Knowledge…”, pp. 14-27 (also, skim Chapter 1);

     John Grim, “Ojibway Shamanism”, in Graham Harvey, Reader, pp. 92-102;

01/30:  Film on Yanomami Shamans, Xabori. 
02/02: In-Class Discussion of Unit II. PAPERS ON UNIT II DUE
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/ 04: UNIT III: THOSE WHO BLESS (PRIESTS)
     R. Wright, “Power and Change in Native American Religions” (unpublished ms., 2009);

     A. Oyuela-Caycedo, “The Rise of Religious Routinization”, 2001, in Staller and Currie, pp. 1-18.
     Stephen Hugh-Jones, “Shamans, Prophets, Priests, and Pastors”, in Thomas & Humphrey, Shamanism, History and the State, pp. 32-75;

02/06: Discussion of Readings 
02/09: Poetics of Priestly chants
     Wright, “Pursuing the Spirit”, pp. 1-40.
     Hill, Jonathan, Keepers of the Sacred Chants, (chapters to be designated);

02/11: Holy Men of North America

     Black Elk, “Hanblecheyapi: Crying for a Vision”, in Tedlock & Tedlock, pp. 20-41;

     Sword, et al. “Oglala Metaphysics”, ibid., pp. 205-218;

     Thomas Yellowtail, Native Spirit. The Sun Dance Way. (pages to be assigned)

02/13: Film clips on Sun Dance. Discussion of Readings.

02/16: Kogi Priests, Our Elder Brothers
     G. Reichel-Dolmatoff, “Kogi Priests”, in  P. Lyon (ed.) Native South America. Ethnology of the Least Known Continent.
 02/18:   Film: Kogi “Message to the Younger Brothers”
 02/20: In-Class Discussion of UNIT III. PAPERS ON UNIT III DUE.

 02/23: Weather Shamans

     Johannes Wilbert, “Weather Shamans,” in Mindful of Famine. Religious Climatology of the Warao Indians (Harvard University Press, 1996), pp. to be indicated.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

02/25: UNIT IV: THOSE WHO HARM (WITCHES)

     Introduction to In Darkness and Secrecy, Whitehead and Wright;
     M. Brown, “Dark Side of the Shaman”, Shamans through Time, Narby & Huxley (eds.), pp. 251-256.

     M. Harner, “Magic Darts, Bewitching Shamans, and Curing Shamans”, in Narby & Huxley, pp. 195-199.

     A. & P. Skafte, “Interview with a Killing Shaman”, in Narby & Huxley, pp. 234-237.

02/27: Discussion of Readings.

03/02: Dark and Light Shamans in Patamuna Society: Poetics of Violence ? 

     Neil Whitehead, Dark Shamans (chapters to be designated), Duke: 2002.

03/04: (cont.)

     Dark Shamans (chapters to be designated)

03/06: Comparative Cases
     Whitehead & Wright, In Darkness and Secrecy, “Introduction”; and Johannes Wilbert, “The Order of Dark Shamans among the Warao”.
03/09 – 03/ 13: SPRING BREAK. NO CLASSES. 
03/16 : Comparative Cases 

                  In Whitehead & Wright, read articles by Fernando Santos-Granero, “The Enemy Within”; and Carlos Fausto, “A Blend of Blood and Tobacco”
03/18: Navajo Witchcraft
     Presentation by anthropologist Joe Wilson.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

03/20: In-Class Discussion; PAPERS ON UNIT IV DUE.
03/23: UNIT V: THOSE WHO KNOW (THE PROPHETS)

     Wright, “Brief History of Change in Native American Religions” (unpublished ms. In course folder)

     Wright, “The Wicked and the Wise Men”, in Whitehead & Wright, In Darkness and Secrecy, pp.82-108;
     Wright, “Prophetic Traditions among the Baniwa”, in Comparative Arawakan Histories, Hill & Santos-Granero (eds.), pp. 269-94

03/25: Northwest Amazon prophets (cont.)

     Wright & Hill, “History, Ritual and Myth…”, Ethnohistory, 33 (1): 31-54.

     Wright, “A Conspiracy against the Civilized People”, Religiones Latinoamericanas (copy in course folder, Secretary’s office)

     Hill & Wright, “Time, Narrative and Ritual…” in Rethinking History and Myth, J. Hill (ed.), pp. 78-105. Also read: Julie Cruikshank, excerpts from The Social Life of Stories (Xerox in course folder).
03/27: In-Class Discussion on Readings. Slides by Professor.
03/30: Film on “Baniwa” (portrait of a modern-day political leader and self-made, non-shamanic prophet)

04/01: Discussion of film. PAPERS ON UNIT V DUE.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

04/03: UNIT VI: WOMEN SHAMANS

     B. Tedlock, The Woman in the Shaman’s Body, chapters 12, 13

04/06: The Midwife’s Art

     B. Tedlock, chs. 14-15;

04/08: Weavers and Gender-Shifting
     B. Tedlock, chs. 16-17; also read, Bernard D’Anglure, “Rethinking Inuit Shamanism through the Concepts of Third Gender”, in Harvey, Reader, pp. 235-241.

04/10: Shamanic Revitalization
     B. Tedlock, chs. 18-19
04/13: In-Class Discussion. PAPERS ON UNIT VI DUE.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/15: UNIT VII: NEO-SHAMANISM AND OTHER RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
          Michael York, “Castaneda, Carlos” in ERN, v. 1, 272-3; Kocku von Stuckrad, “Harner, Michael – and the Foundation for Shamanic Studies, ERC, v. 1, 743-4; Kocku von Stuckrad (article on Western mysticism and New Age shamanism) 
 04/17: Neo-Shamanism and Environmentalism
     Piers Vitebsky, “From Cosmology to Environmentalism: Shamanism as Local Knowledge in a Global Setting”, in G.Harvey (ed.), pp. 276-298

04/20: Film: “In Pursuit of the Siberian Shaman” 
04/22: Discussion of Film and Readings. PAPERS ON UNIT VII DUE.
RULES OF THE COURSE:
1.  Plagiarism or cheating: Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will automatically receive a grade of zero on the assignment in question and will fail the course.  In addition, they will be reported to the appropriate university authorities.  Please keep in mind that plagiarism does not consist only in copying verbatim someone else's material and presenting it as if it were yours.  It also includes taking ideas (even paraphrased!) from an author without according him/her proper recognition (through a footnote, for instance).  Other forms of cheating (particularly downloading material from the Internet and presenting as if it were yours) will also be subject to the same action.  See http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/honestybrochure.htm

   HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm" 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm for more information on UF policies.

2. Incompletes are strongly discouraged and will be given only when students who have finished most of the assignments satisfactorily cannot complete the final requirements due to unforeseen events.  If this is the case, students must arrange for the incomplete before the end of the semester.

3. Make-up exams and quizzes will be given only under very special circumstances, such as a medical emergency.  In that case, students must bring a doctor’s note. 

4. Students engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom.  Please turn phones and pagers off during class.
5. Students with Disabilities.  Students requesting classroom accommodation or special consideration must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation or special consideration. 
