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RELIGION AND SOCIETY (REL 3140 – Sects. 0002, 0128, 0129; ANT 3930 – Sects. 1090, 1096, 1101)
SUMMER, 2009: M, T, W, Th 9:30 – 10:45 LIT 101; F, periods 2 (9:30-10:45)-MAT 112, 3 (11:00-12:15)-TUR 2336 and 5 ( 2:00-3:15)-TUR 2322.
Dr. Robin M. Wright & T.A. Amy Brown

Office hours: Dr. Wright, MWF, 10:45 – 12:00; T.A. Amy Brown: TTh, 10:45 – 12:00.
Office Locations: Dr. Wright, Anderson 107; Amy Brown, Anderson
Readings: all articles possible will be put online or sent by email to your addresses. Copyright law, however, permits copying only one chapter per book.  The hard copies of the books are also on reserve at the library, but students should also be purchasing the books, especially the Lambek reader, available at Goering’s, and Blue and Orange bookstores. Required books are: 
· A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion, edited by Michael Lambek, (Blackwell, 2002);
· Dramas, Fields and Metaphors, Victor Turner (Cornell, 1974);
· History, Power and Identity, J.D. Hill, ed.(Iowa, 1996).
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course brings together theory of religion, history, and ethnography to understand how religious processes have contributed to the formation and the re-creation of society. Each unit, corresponding to a week, begins with one or two readings from  major theorists and historians, and discussions of their ideas. Each week there will also be one or two films, slideshows, or short articles, to illustrate the major points made by the theorists. Each unit illustrates some fundamental aspects of the relations between religion and society: Unit I focuses on the relation of Animism, the theory of belief in souls, in its old and new versions, and the organization of human and non-human societies (film, “The Banquet of Spirits”); Unit II, the French sociologist Emile Durkheim, his theory of social categories and sentiments generated by ceremonial and ritual forms (films on Baniwa cosmology and initiation rites); Unit III, German sociologist Max Weber, his theory of the relations of the Protestant Ethic and the spirit of capitalism (film on an evangelical indigenous leader turned businessman); Unit IV, Victor Turner’s notions of liminality and comunitas as essential to the regeneration of social structure and process (film on Haitian Voudun); Unit V, the process of “ethnogenesis” as regenerating the identities of historically de-territorialized societies (film on Tecumseh’s Rebellion and his brother’s prophet movement); and Unit V, ayahuasca religions and the formation of localized utopias and globalized communities (new film on “The Wine of the souls”).   
CALENDAR OF READINGS AND CLASSES:
Week I: Theories of Animism Old and New
Monday, 05/11: Introduction to Course Syllabus;

Tuesday, 05/12: E.B. Tylor, in Lambek, Reader, Chapter 1, pp. 21-33;

Wednesday, 05/13: film, Banquet of spirits;
Thursday, 05/14: Wright, “The Fruit of Knowledge and the Bodies of the Gods” (article to be      sent by email);

Friday, 05/15: Discussion Groups
Week II: Durkheimian theory

Monday, 05/18: E. Durkheim, in Lambek, Reader , Chapter 2, pp. 34-39;
Tuesday, 05/19: W.H. Stanner, in Lambek, Ch. 6, pp. 90-98;

Wednesday, 05/20: films and slides of Baniwa cosmology, shamans, and ceremonialism

Thursday, 05/21: films and slides of Baniwa cosmology, shamans, and ceremonialism;

Friday, 05/22: Discussion Groups

Week III: Weberian theory
Monday, 05/25, MEMORIAL DAY – NO CLASS
Tuesday, 05/26: Max Weber, in Lambek, Ch. 3, pp. 50-60;
Wednesday, 05/27: “The Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism”, From Max Weber, ed. By H. Gerth

Thursday, 05/28: “Baniwa: A Story of Plants and Cures” (2008); and R.M. Wright, “The Art of Being Crente: Baniwa Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of sustainable Development” (copy to be emailed);

Friday, 05/29: Discussion Groups.

Week IV:  Turnerian theory
Monday, 06/01, V. Turner, in Lambek, Ch. 25, pp. 358-74;

Tuesday, 06/02: V. Turner, in Dramas, Fields and Metaphors, Ch. 6, pp. 231-271;

Wednesday, 06/03, V. Turner, Dramas, Fields, and Metaphors, Ch. 7, pp. 272-300.
Thursday, 06/04, “Divine Horsemen. The Living Gods of Haiti”, Maya Deren.

Friday, 06/05, Discussion Groups.

Week  V: Ethnogenesis
Monday, 06/08, J. Hill, “Introduction”, History, Power and Identity, pp. 1-19;
Tuesday, 06/09, R.A. Sattler, in Hill, Remnants, Renegades, and Runaways”, pp. 36-69;
Wednesday, 06/10, P. Albers, in Hill, “Northeastern Plains”, pp. 90-118;

Thursday, 06/11, film, “We Shall Remain: Tecumseh’s Vision”Part III, PBS series;

Friday, 06/12, Discussion Groups

Week VI: Ayahuasca Religions and Global society

Monday, 06/15, R. Wright, “Ayahuasca Religions”, in Fieldwork in Religion, vol. 2.2, pp. 177-86; film, “The Wine of the Souls. A Pilgrimage into the Heart of Santo Daime and the Amazon Forest”;
Tuesday, 06/16, M. Pantoja, “Ayahuasca and Rubber-tappers,” FIR, 2.3, pp. 235-55;

Wednesday, 06/17, S. Goulart, “The UDV”, FIR, 2.3, 286-318;

Thursday, 06/18, W. Senna Araujo, “Navigating on the Waves of the Sacred” FIR, 2.3, pp. 350-362;

Friday, 06/19, Plenary Discussion and Closing of course.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Students are expected to attend all classes and complete assigned readings prior to each class meeting. Class participation does count in final grade evaluation. Discussion sections will be established by the T.A. after the first class. Continued absence will not be tolerated; following the third absence, 3 grade points will be taken off the final grade for each day of absence. More than 6 absences will lead to administrative withdrawal from the course;
2) Three written papers on topics that emerge from the readings, each 3-5 pages in length, to be handed in on the final day of Parts II, III, IV); paper topics will be announced in advance;

3) Reaction papers to two films, each 500 words in length. Papers should seek to establish links to the readings and answer specific questions. Papers are due no more than two days following the showing of the film. Papers should be typed in format Times New Roman 12. Feedback will be provided on all written assignments.

4) Pop-quizzes will be administered whenever the Professor and T.A. consider them necessary.
GRADE DISTRIBUTION: 

20% for the first paper; 20% for the second paper; 20% for the third paper; 25% for the reaction papers; and 15% for class participation, discussion, and pop-quizzes. 

RULES
1.  Plagiarism or cheating: Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will automatically receive a grade of zero on the assignment in question and will fail the course.  In addition, they will be reported to the appropriate university authorities.  Please keep in mind that plagiarism does not consist only in copying verbatim someone else's material and presenting it as if it were yours.  It also includes taking ideas (even paraphrased!) from an author without according him/her proper recognition (through a footnote, for instance).  Other forms of cheating (particularly downloading material from the Internet and presenting as if it were yours) will also be subject to the same action.  See http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/honestybrochure.htm

   HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm" 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm for more information on UF policies.

2. Incompletes are strongly discouraged and will be given only when students who have finished most of the assignments satisfactorily cannot complete the final requirements due to unforeseen events.  If this is the case, students must arrange for the incomplete before the end of the semester.

3. Make-up exams and quizzes will be given only under very special circumstances, such as a medical emergency.  In that case, students must bring a doctor’s note. 

4. Students engaging in disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom.  Please turn phones and pagers off during class.
5. Students with Disabilities.  Students requesting classroom accommodation or special consideration must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation or special consideration. 
